POLICY #1

Student Voice Committees

“School used to be something | did, now it
is something | am a part of.”

Description:

The Student Voice Committee (SVC) is a team of mostly students, with
some teacher or staff advisors, that discusses school policies about school
culture, school rules, student life, and more! Student Voice Committees
meet with the principal and other school decision-makers to help develop
solutions that can range from generating funding for after school
activities to developing teacher and staff training to improve educational
experiences. SVCs identify and prioritize issues they feel are most
important, and can be creative with the solution.

Examples:

e At Washington High School, students couldn’t Z3)
participate in afterschool activities before it got E » \'_J)
dark, so the Student Voice Committee worked 7 \ "
with administrators to shift to an earlier schedule. ‘\ \

e At Burroughs High School, students felt there was §

a lack of discussion about the murders of George
Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and police brutality at
schools. The students drafted a letter and met
with the administration to create a discussion for
teachers to learn how to address these critical
topics in the classroom.
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Pros

Cons

Student power:
Students drive SVCs. They decide what

problems they want to address, and they

help develop solutions with school
decision-makers.

Student power:

Principals must actually listen to
students. Even if they do not accept all
of the SVC's proposals, they must
genuinely listen and respond to their
ideas.

Inclusion:

There is no limit on the number of
students that can join SVCs, and
research shows that joining can help
students feel they belong, including
students who often do not have a voice
at school.

Inclusion:

Students must feel that their voice
matters and WANT to participate. SVCs
should not be limited to just a few
“student leaders,” but provide a voice for
any student who wants to participate.

Likelihood of passing:
Research suggests that there are
academic benefits to SVCs. This can
be used to encourage lawmakers and
principals to support this policy.

Likelihood of passing:

While there are academic, school
culture, and civic benefits, this policy
would require the school districts and the
state to invest and provide funding for
programming.

If we chose SVCs, we would want to make sure that:

e Students, teachers, and staff are provided with training to help run

SVCs.

¢ Any students can join the SVC, and it is not reserved only for
students selected by the principal.




	@studentsspeak.hls
	STUDENTS SPEAK
	YOUTH SUMMIT APRIL 22, 2026

	Free Page
	School Committees (Continued)
	School Committees
	Teacher Evaluations
	(Continued)
	Teacher Evaluations
	WHAT IS A
	COALITION?
	A coalition is a team made up of different groups or people who join forces to create change around an issue they care about.
	Students Speak is building a coalition of young people and supportive adults, coming together to solve problems in our schools that we care about.
	SO, WHAT’S OUR PLAN?

	Participatory Budgeting
	Participatory Budgeting
	STUDENT VOICE
	POLICY OPTIONS
	POLICY #5

	Education Standards Revision (Continued)
	Pros
	Cons
	If we chose Education Standards, we would want to make sure that:

	Education Standards Revision
	School Hiring Committees
	Lower the Voting Age
	Lower the Voting Age
	School Hiring Committees
	School Councils
	School Councils



